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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

Claims 1-8 (canceled) 

Claim 9 (currently amended): A method of making a carpet, the carpet 
comprising a tufted primary backing with a primary backing and tufts of carpet fibers 
penetrating a bottom surface of the primary backing and protruding from a top surface 
of the primary backing; a secondary backing material; and an adhesive material binding 
an upper surface of the secondary backing material to the bottom surface of the tufted 
primary backing; th e carp e t f i b e rs, pr i mary back i ng mat e r ial and s e condary backing 
mat e ria l b ei ng s e l e ct e d from th e group cons i st i ng of polypropyl e n e , po l y e st e r, acry li cs, 
po l y e thy le n e , po l yam i d e , ny l on, woo l , cotton, rayon and comb i nat i ons th e r e of and the 
adhesive material cons i st i ng e ss e nt i al l y of comprising an ethylene methyl acrylate 
copolymer or an ethylene normal butyl acrylate copolymer and at l east on e d i st i nct 
polym e r s e l e ct e d from the group cons i st i ng of l ow dens i ty po l yothy l onos, l i n e ar l ow 
d e nsity po l yothy l onos, h i gh d e ns i ty polyothyl e n e s, u l tra l ow d e nsity po l yethy le n e , 
e thy le n e propy l ene copo l ym e rs, styronic copo l ym e rs of butadien e , styr e n i c copo l ym e rs 
of acry l on i tr i lo, styron i c copolym e rs of e thy le n e , m e ta ll oc e n e bas e d polyothy l onos, 
po l y e st e r, e thy le n e acry li c ac i d copo l ym e rs, e thy le n e m e thy l acry li c acid copo l ym e rs, 
buty l acrylat e copo l ym e rs, i onom e rs, polyam i d e s, and ma le ic anhydr i d e s ; the method 
comprising the steps of: 

a) extruding a heated sheet of the adhesive material; and 

b) continuously fusing together in a two roll nip the upper surface of the 
secondary backing and the bottom surface of the tufted primary backing 
with the heated sheet, 

wherein the adhesive material is substantially free of polypropylene . 

Claim 10 (original): A method according to claim 9 wherein the two roll nip 
comprises a hard roll and a soft roll. 

Claim 1 1 (original): A method according to claim 10 wherein the soft roll has a 
diameter of from 4 to 20 inches and a hardness of from 5 to 100 shore D. 
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Claim 12 (original): A method according to claim 10 wherein the soft roll is 
comprised of rubber. 

Claim 13 (original): A method according to claim 10 wherein the hard roll is a 
cooled metal chill roll capable of maintaining a temperature below 120°F. 

Claim 14 (original): A method according to claim 1 1 wherein the two roll nip has 
pressure between 20 and 200 pounds per linear inch. 

Claim 15 (currently amended): A method of using at least one of ethylene methyl 
acrylate copolymer and ethylene normal butyl acrylate copolymer to manufacture a 
carpet, the carpet comprising a tufted primary backing with a primary backing and tufts 
of carpet fibers penetrating a bottom surface of the primary backing and protruding from 
a top surface of the primary backing; a secondary backing material; and an adhesive 
material binding an upper surface of the secondary backing material to the bottom 
surface of the tufted primary backing; th e carp e t f i b e rs, pr i mary back i ng mat e r i a l and 
s e condary back i ng mat e ria l b ei ng s ele ct e d from th e group cons i st i ng of po l ypropy le n e , 
po l y e st e r, acry li cs, po l y e thylene, po l yamid e , ny l on, woo l , cotton, rayon and 
comb i nations th e r e of and the adhesive material consist i ng essent i a ll y of comprising an 
ethylene methyl acrylate copolymer or an ethylene normal butyl acrylate copolymer and 
at le ast on e dist i nct polymor se le ct e d from th e group consisting of l ow d e ns i ty 
po l yethylon e s, l i n e ar l ow d e ns i ty polyothy l on e s, h i gh d e ns i ty po l y e thy le n e s, u l tra l ow 
d e nsity poly e thy le ne, e thy l ene propy l ono oopo l ymors, styr e n i c copo l ym e rs of butad ie n e , 
styr e n i c copo l ym e rs of acry l on i trile, styron i c copo l ymers of e thy le n e , m e ta ll oc e n e basod 
poly e thy l on e s, po l yest e r, ethy l en e acry li c acid copo l ym e rs, e thy le n e m e thy l acry li c ac i d 
copolymers, buty l acry l at e copolym e rs, i onom e rs, polyam i d e s, and ma le ic anhydr i d e s ; 
the method comprising the steps of: 

a) extruding a heated sheet of the adhesive material; and 
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b) continuously fusing together in a two roll nip the upper surface of the 
secondary backing and the bottom surface of the tufted primary backing 
with the heated sheet,. 

wherein the adhesive material is substantially free of polypropylene . 

Claim 16 (original): A method according to claim 15 wherein the two roll nip 
comprises a hard roll and a soft roll. 

Claim 17 (original): A method according to claim 16 wherein the soft roll has a 
diameter of from 4 to 20 inches and a hardness of from 5 to 100 shore D. 

Claim 18 (original): A method according to claim 16 wherein the soft roll is 
comprised of rubber. 

Claim 19 (original): A method according to claim 16 wherein the hard roll is a 
cooled metal chill roll capable of maintaining a temperature below 120°F. 

Claim 20 (original): A method according to claim 17 wherein the two roll nip has 
pressure between 20 and 200 pounds per linear inch. 

Claim 21 (canceled) 

Claim 22 (new): A method according to claim 9 wherein the adhesive material is 
a coextruded blend of ethylene methyl acrylate copolymers and polymers selected from 
the group consisting of low density polyethylenes, linear low density polyethylenes, high 
density polyethylenes, ultra low density polyethylene, ethylene-propylene copolymers, 
styrenic copolymers of butadiene, styrenic copolymers of acrylonitrile, styrenic 
copolymers of ethylene, metallocene based polyethylenes, polyester, ethylene acrylic 
acid copolymers, ethylene methyl acrylic acid copolymers, butyl acrylate copolymers, 
ionomers, polyamides, and maleic anhydrides. 



Docket: 71163 US02 



PATENT 



Claim 23 (new): A method according to claim 15 wherein the adhesive material 
is a coextruded blend of ethylene methyl acrylate copolymers and polymers selected 
from the group consisting of low density polyethylenes, linear low density polyethylenes, 
high density polyethylenes, ultra low density polyethylene, ethylene-propylene 
copolymers, styrenic copolymers of butadiene, styrenic copolymers of acrylonitrile, 
styrenic copolymers of ethylene, metallocene based polyethylenes, polyester, ethylene 
acrylic acid copolymers, ethylene methyl acrylic acid copolymers, butyl acrylate 
copolymers, ionomers, polyamides, and maleic anhydrides. 
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